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OUR FORTHCOMING 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

It is time to begin to make plans and 
arrangements for our annual meeting to 
be held during the coming summer. The 
decision of time and place is in the 
hands of our Executive Committee, and 
our President, Prof. W. R. Graham, of 
Guelph, Canada, will be glad to hear 
from any Institution or individuals who 
have any suggestions regarding time 
and place. It is urgent that definite 
steps be taken immediately toward ar
ranging for the meeting in order that 
a suitable program may be prepared, 
and in order that all members may ar
range their schedules to allow their 
presence at the meeting. 

IS YOUR COMMITTEE AT WORK? 
In the December issue of the current 

volume of our Journal, President Gra
ham announced the Committees for the 
ensuing year. In order that our annual 
meeting may be made as interesting and 
helpful as possible all of these Com
mittees have much work to do in ma
king studies and preparing reports 
along the lines of their respective sub
ject matter. In order that our member
ship may have fresh in their minds the 
Chairmen of Committees so that they 
may present to them problems which 
they consider important and requiring 
action by said Committee, the Chairmen 
of all standing committees follow. These 
men will be glad to receive your sug
gestions. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY—H. H. Kempster, 
Chairman. 

EDUCATION and EXPERIMENTA
TION—James E. Rice, Chairman. 

PROGRAM (Annual Meeting)—W. 
R. Graham, Chairman. 

LEGISLATIVE—W. A. Brown, Chair
man. _ 

COMPETITIVE STUDENT JUDGING 
CONTEST—O. B. Kent, Chairman. 

A CONVENIENT METHOD OF INDI
CATING THE TIME ELEMENT IN 

GIVING A HEN'S RECORD 

There are two common periods in use 
for stating a hen's egg record. One is 
365 days, beginning with her first egg; 
the other the calendar year, beginning 
usually with November 1. Besides this, 
a third method should be in use which 
begins with the first egg of a hen and 
continues until she stops in her second 
summer or fall. Such periods vary 
greatly in length and may be more or 
less than 365 days. 

All records can be expressed concise
ly in the form of a fraction, the numera
tor indicating the number of eggs laid, 
the denominator the length of the lay
ing period, i. e., first egg to last in
clusive. If the record is for two or 
more years, a reversed compound frac
tion might be employed, but seems un
necessary. 

Examples may be given to make this 
use clear. 201 indicates that the bird 

825 
laid 201 eggs in 325 days, 201 indi-

410 
cates 201 eggs in 410 days, while 353 

735 
2, or 353 2 indicates a record of 353 

eggs in 5 days more than 2 years. While 
a denominator of less than 365 may be 
used if desired, a further convention 
may well be adopted of omitting the 
denominator in the case of all records 
made in less than 365 days, thus con
forming to present practices. More
over, a record made in less than 365 
days, should not be recognized as of 
value. The bird, however, which lays 
well for 365 days and continues to lay 
after that is a superior bird, and should 
receive credit therefor. The fractional 
method of writing the record is a con
venient way of giving her credit for 
superior performance. By employing 
the ordinary form of compound frac
tions (or two fractions) her record for 
365 days could also be given, thus 230 
260 (or 230 260 ) meaning that the 
407 365 407 
the bird laid 230 eggs in 365 days and 
260 in 407 days. The use of this sys
tem does away with distinguishing be
tween November 1—November 1 rec
ords and 365 days from the first egg, 
and is more in accord with the biologi
cal cycle. Biologically, any of these 
methods, is of course an extremely in
complete statement of a hen's egg rec
ord. 

H. D. GOODALE. 
Mass. Agr. College. 

Arthur S. Chapin has resumed his 
position as Specialist In Poultry Exten
sion at the University of Kentucky after 
a year's absence. During his absence 
Mr. Chapin was engaged In war work. 
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